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The Stop Deceptive Advertising for Wom-
en’s Healthcare Services Act directs the Fed-
eral Trade Commission to promulgate rules
under the Federal Trade Commission Act, de-
claring it an unfair or deceptive act for an enti-
ty, such as a crisis pregnancy center, to ad-
vertise as a provider of abortion services if the
entity does not provide abortion services.

| thank my friend Rep. SUZANNE BONAMICI
for leading this critical effort with me. During
National Women’s Health Week, | hope you
will join us in cosponsoring this legislation that
demands that crisis pregnancy centers, some
of which receive federal funds, are prohibited
from making false advertising claims that in-
timidate and harm women who are looking for
help and honest medical advice.

IN RECOGNITION OF THERESE
LEDOUX

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Therese Ledoux on the occa-
sion of her 100th birthday this month.

Born on May 5, 1917 to George Ethier and
Albina Chevalier, Mrs. Ledoux attended board-
ing school in Canada before leaving to work
for her father's insurance business in
Woonsocket, Rhode Island. Starting in 1958
she became the Town of Acushnet’s first kin-
dergarten teacher at the St. Francis Xavier El-
ementary School—where she remained for
more than 30 years as a beloved kindergarten
teacher. To this day, Mrs. Ledoux continues to
volunteer each week at the school, where she
is considered a local celebrity and is held in
the highest esteem by staff, students, and the
Acushnet community alike.

Active both in mind and soul, Mrs. Ledoux’s
hobbies include doing puzzles and knitting.
Her knitting projects include blankets for newly
baptized children at the St. Francis Xavier
Church in Acushnet. Additionally, she has
made it a tradition to bake meat pies for New
Year's Day—a practice she has passed onto
to her daughters and grandchildren.

Over the more than seventy years she has
lived in Acushnet, Mrs. Ledoux has been hon-
ored for her outstanding services by being
awarded the Marian Medal by the Fall River
Diocese and being named the Acushnet
Woman of the Year by the Standard Times
newspaper.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Therese
Ledoux on this joyous occasion. | ask that my
colleagues join me in wishing her many more
years of health and happiness surrounded by
her children, grandchildren, great grand-
children, and great great grandchildren.

—————

DISAPPEARED, JAILED, AND TOR-
TURED IN CHINA: WIVES PETI-
TION FOR THEIR HUSBANDS’
FREEDOM

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
lawyer Xie Yang was tortured for the better
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part of two years because he dared to rep-
resent China’s poor and persecuted. The ac-
count of his detention is both harrowing and
horrible.

Xie Yang was sleep deprived and kept in
isolation. Squads of police punched and
kicked him for hours at a time. He was forced
to sit still for hours on a precarious stack of
plastic chairs; his feet dangling painfully off the
ground. Police made threats to his wife and
children and said they would turn him into an
“invalid” unless he confessed to political
crimes.

Xie Yang and his fellow human rights law-
yers wanted the best for China, but they got
the very worst.

Since July 2015, almost 250 lawyers and
legal assistants were detained sending a
chilling message to those fighting for legal re-
forms and human rights.

At yesterday’s hearing in the human rights
subcommittee that | chair, we came together
to shine a light on the brutal, illegal, and dehu-
manizing use of torture and forced disappear-
ance of human rights lawyers and rights advo-
cates in China.

We shine a light on dictatorships because
nothing good happens in the dark. And, as we
learned yesterday, there are some very dark
places in China.

Chinese officials repeatedly tell me | should
focus more on the positive aspects of China
and not dwell so much on the negative.

That is a difficult task when you read Xie
Yang'’s story, read Gao Zhisheng’s account of
his torture, or read the accounts of Yu Jie or
Golog Jigme or Yin Liping.

It is a difficult task when you look at Li
Chunfu and his brother Li Heping.

These are some of China’s best and brav-
est—now with broken bodies, shattered minds
and faces that have aged 20 years after two
years of solitary confinement and torture.

It is shocking, offensive, immoral, and inhu-
mane. It is also completely possible that Chi-
nese officials believe the international commu-
nity will not hold them accountable.

While President Xi Jinping is feted at Davos
and lauded in foreign capitals for his public
commitment to openness, his government is
torturing and abusing those seeking rights
guaranteed by China’s own Constitution and
its international obligations.

One Oxford university scholar has said that
Xi has built the “perfect dictatorship”—an in-
creasingly repressive garrison state that
avoids any international censure.

Through the UN and the sanctions available
in the Global Magnitsky Act, we should be
seeking to hold accountable any Chinese offi-
cials complicit in torture and illegal detentions.

Xie Yang identified at least 10 police officers
who tortured him. We are in the process of
gathering names and identifying information. |
will then send those names to President
Trump, Secretary of State Tillerson, UN Am-
bassador Nikki Haley, and the Chairs and
ranking members of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee and the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee.

We will seek UN investigations into the tor-
ture of China’s human rights lawyers and
human rights defenders because their treat-
ment in detention violates China’s obligations
as signatory of the UN Torture Convention.

We will also seek investigations under the
Global Magnitsky Act. | introduced the House
version of that bill, which was signed into law
last year.
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That law says explicitly that any foreign gov-
ernment officials who engages in or is
complicit in torture can be sanctioned—by de-
nying entry visas into the United State or by
imposing financial sanctions.

Those who tortured Xie Yang and Li Heping
should never benefit from access to the United
States or our financial system.

We will hear testimony yesterday from the
wives of detained human rights lawyers. We
also heard from Ms. Li Ching-Yu, the wife of
detained Taiwanese democracy advocate Lee
Ming-che.

After entering mainland China in March of
this year for a personal trip, Mr. Lee went
missing for 10 days before Chinese officials
confirmed that he was being held on so-called
“national security” grounds.

Many fear Mr. Lee is being detained under
a harsh new Chinese law to monitor and con-
trol foreignfunded NGOs, enforced earlier this
year as part of a crackdown on civil society.
His detention fits the trend of the Chinese gov-
ernment targeting activists, dissidents, or even
scholars based abroad.

The Taiwan government is working behind
the scenes to resolve Lee Ming-che’s case,
though | am sure such efforts are hindered by
Taiwan’s lack of international clout and its
complicated diplomatic ties with Beijing.

As | have said before, Taiwan is an impor-
tant democratic ally and a beacon of peace
and democracy in Asia. The U.S. should re-
main committed to the Taiwan Relations Act
and the “Six Assurances” as cornerstones of
U.S.-Taiwan relations.

Political issues between China and Taiwan
should be resolved through appropriate mech-
anisms between the two sides. The Chinese
government decision to detain Lee Ming-che
signaled Chinese officials’ willingness to break
its international human rights obligations for
political gains, needlessly straining cross-strait
relations.

We welcomed Ms. Li Ching-Yu’s testimony
yesterday in order to increase the level of
international interest and attention to her hus-
band’s case.

The Chinese government is facing a new
and unexpected phenomenon—effective advo-
cacy campaigns waged by the wives of tor-
tured and detained rights advocates. | truly ad-
mire the brave women who are challenging
the Chinese government to live up to its high-
est ideals. They are an inspiration.

Through the testimony provided during yes-
terday’s hearing, we considered the almost
two year effort by President Xi Jinping’s gov-
ernment to eviscerate China’s network of
human rights lawyers and consider how the
continued detention of Lee Ming-che has neg-
atively impacted cross-strait relations between
Beijing and Taipei.

HONORING ASHLEY WILSON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable young
lady, Ms. Ashley Wilson of Crystal Springs,
Mississippi. Ashley is a proud native of Crystal
Springs, MS. She is a recent graduate of
Jackson State University, where she obtained




May 19, 2017

a Bachelor of Science in Healthcare Adminis-
tration.

Ashley is a Senior Intern who serves as the
Financial/Events Planning Specialist at One
Voice. She has been with the organization
since 2011 and is set to serve as the Chair for
the organization’s 10th Year Anniversary Cele-
bration.

Making a difference in her home town, Ash-
ley has served as an advocate for her commu-
nity, where she has served as an Advisory
Member to the Crystal Springs Mayoral Coun-
cil and a member of the Citizens Making a Dif-
ference (CMADCS), an organization that acts
as a voice for the people’s concerns for the
city of Crystal Springs.

Furthermore, Ashley has also served on
many other committees across the state, such
as the 50th Anniversary Commemoration
Committee, Mississippi Meeting of the Minds
Planning Committee and many other various
committees where she has played a vital role
in being a voice for change not only in her
community, but across the state of Mississippi.

Ashley is currently an active member of the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP). As a healthcare ad-
vocate for the Mississippi State Conference
NAACP, she has worked with several
healthcare related projects. The projects that
have touched her heart the most include the
NAACP’s Childhood Obesity Project and the
national GET HYPE Initiative, which focuses
on healthy eating for today’s youth.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Ashley Wilson for her dedi-
cation to serving throughout her community
and throughout organizations around Mis-
sissippi.

TRIBUTE TO MILDRED HARMON

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Mildred
Harmon of Windsor Heights, lowa, on the spe-
cial occasion of celebrating her 105th birthday
on May 4th, 2017.

It was 1912 when Mildred entered this world
on a farm near St. Charles, lowa. It was a
world much different than ours today. In an
October 2013 interview with lowa Living Mag-
azines, Mildred recounted how she started
school at the age of four at a country school,
walking 1.25 miles round trip each day. That
gave her more than enough exercise for her
lifetime, she said. She graduated from high
school, and then beauty school and became a
hairstylist. She married Paris Harmon on De-
cember 20, 1936, starting a family that would
go on to include three daughters, 10 grand-
children and 7 great grandchildren. Mildred’s
husband passed away in 2006, however she
continues to be that strong and loving influ-
ence that her family relies on. lowa Living
Magazine discovered that her key to a long
and happy life was humor, which she said was
“the only way to get through life.”

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to represent Mil-
dred in the United States Congress and I'm
proud to recognize her today on this momen-
tous occasion. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
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me in congratulating her and in wishing her
nothing but continued happiness.

—————

STRENGTHENING STATE AND
LOCAL CYBER CRIME FIGHTING
ACT OF 2017

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of H.R. 1616, or the Strength-
ening State and Local Cyber Crime Fighting
Act of 2017. This piece of legislation will help
our local and state agencies protect against
the rising threat of cybercrime.

The Strengthening State and Local Cyber
Crime Fighting Act of 2017 will provide more
protection for our citizens by sharing the ex-
pertise and knowledge of the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) with local and state
agencies so that they have the ability to stop
these threats at a local level. Law enforcement
officials in states, tribes, and territories will be
provided with additional training to identify po-
tential issues.

Cybercrime is a growing threat to American
security. Hackers have become notorious late-
ly, stealing a plethora of information including
credit cards numbers, security codes, bank
numbers, and other personal information that
can compromise the security of an individual.
Further protections and training in cyber secu-
rity also protect local municipalities and state
government intranets and cyber services
which are also at risk of compromise.

In DHS, there is an organization known as
the National Computer Forensics Institute that
is under the oversight of the United States Se-
cret Service. The Institute oversees the fight
against cyber threats on a national level.
Under H.R. 1616, the members of the Institute
will be able to provide high quality training to
lower echelon departments at state and local
levels, to assist them in the battle against
cybercrime. On top of the training, the Institute
will provide new, advanced technology to
these agencies to even further their ability to
combat cybercrime.

As technology has progressed, hackers
have found new ways to dishonestly make a
living. We are at the precipice of a new age
of technological advances that come with
more sinister implications. With new tech-
nology, new threats have materialized that can
have major impacts on all of our lives. Hack-
ers can steal personal files, ruin our reputa-
tions, and destroy our financial stability. They
can slow or destabilize our local governments,
making our lives harder.

This bill helps to put the United States at an
advantage against hackers. We will now be
able to more effectively combat these crimi-
nals.
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HONORING METROPOLITAN BAP-
TIST CHURCH ON THE OCCASION
OF ITS 52ND ANNIVERSARY

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
commemorate the 52nd Anniversary of Metro-
politan Baptist Church located in my Congres-
sional district in the City of Rocky Mount,
North Carolina. This Church has been a bea-
con of light in the community for more than
half a century and has positively impacted
generations of families in eastern North Caro-
lina.

Metropolitan Baptist Church was founded on
May 4, 1965, by a group of devout Christians
eager to proclaim the goodness of the Lord.
The Church’s first worship service was held
just five days later on May 9, 1965 in the audi-
torium of the Lincoln School. Reverend Ben-
jamin Daniels, a Shaw University ministerial
student, was the first to preach at Metropoli-
tan. Despite these humble beginnings, the
congregation remained faithful and steadfast
and would go on to grow by leaps and
bounds.

On July 23, 1967, Metropolitan Baptist
Church held a groundbreaking ceremony to
commemorate construction of a sanctuary at
1213 Leggett Road, where it still stands today.
Reverend John W. Fleming presided over the
first worship service in the new edifice on July
14, 1968.

Under the leadership of Reverend Dr. J. E.
Arnette, Metropolitan Baptist Church continued
to grow both physically and spiritually. Dr.
Arnette oversaw the establishment of Boy and
Girl Scout Troops, a Young Adult Sunday
School Class, and provided food for needy
families. These good deeds led to Metropoli-
tan Baptist Church to be ranked 12th out of
more than 1,700 Baptist Churches in North
Carolina by the General Baptist State Conven-
tion of North Carolina.

Reverend Raymond L. Privott succeeded
Dr. Arnette and continued the tradition of pro-
viding outreach services that enhanced the
growth and development of children. This in-
cluded providing tutoring in community schools
and providing preliminary SAT studies that
greatly benefited young people in the Rocky
Mount area.

Reverend Norman T. Davis served as in-
terim pastor for two and a half years and con-
tinued Metropolitan Baptist Church’s commit-
ment to both God and the community. He was
followed by Pastor Richard Allen Gerald, who
has served as Senior Pastor of Metropolitan
since 2004 and has been the spiritual leader
to many families and individuals. His strong
faith in God and preparedness for the ministry,
has earned him a stellar reputation among
Christian believers throughout our great state.

Mr. Speaker, by the grace of God, Metro-
politan Baptist Church has been blessed for
52 long years as it has witnessed for Christ
each and every day. The Church’s faithfulness
and scripture-based ministry will ensure that
Metropolitan continues to thrive for years to
come.

On behalf of the United States House of
Representatives and the people of the First




		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T15:22:39-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




